Mr. Helmich’s 8th Grade Algebra Essentials Class
Algebra Essentials is a course designed to prepare students for success in Algebra I.  Before students enroll in a course that meets or exceeds the rigor of the content standards for Algebra I, students will attain mastery of pre-algebraic skills and concepts that are essential prerequisites for Algebra I.  This course will focus on 16 standards with a primary focus on developing students’ mastery of arithmetic.  The scope and sequence is aligned with the California Blueprint for 8th grade General Math.  Topics include whole and rational numbers and their operations, symbolic notation, equations and functions, the coordinate plane, graphing proportional relationships, and introductory Algebra concepts.

	How is my student graded?
Your student’s grade is comprised of three categories:
· Warm up and Notes 25% 
· Homework/Practice 25% 
· Tests and Quizzes 50% 
Grades are weighted within each category. Rubrics utilizing 0 - 4 scores are used to grade warm ups, notes and practice; tests and quizzes are graded by percent score. Report card grades are based on overall percentages.
	What should I look for when I check 
my student’s work? 

· Work in pencil. 
· Review your child’s class notes. 
· Vertical format, as shown in class, with all steps shown. 

· Do not congest work. Use the front and back of paper. 

· Use proper heading in the upper right-hand corner (First and last name, period , assignment, and date.)
· Title all assignments on top line.

	How can I monitor my child’s progress?
Your child’s grade is posted online at 
http://grades.ramona.k12.ca.us
Classroom website “The math zone”

You will find a great deal of resources including math websites, online calculators, and interactive software for your child.

          http://public.csusm.edu/helmichspage/


	Class Materials
Your child has been provided with the following: 

· A copy of the Algebra Readiness textbook to be kept at home 
· 2 in-class standards workbooks

· An in-class Algebra Readiness textbook


	Contact Information 
 

· OPMS: 787-2400

· Voicemail: 787-2433
· Email: shelmich@ramonausd.net
	Suggested Materials 

· Line paper 
· Graph paper 
· At least two pencils (every day)

· Calculator



	Homework and Late Work

· Homework is assigned daily.  Expect your student to spend 30-40 minutes on math.

· All assignments are posted in class and recorded in student planners every Monday for the week.

· Homework and in class assignments are graded using our 0 – 4 rubric.

· Homework is 25% of students’ grades, so it is essential that it is complete and turned in on time!

· Late work will be accepted up until a week after grades are updated online. 

· Late assignments will receive up to ½ credit.


	Warm-Up

· Every day as students enter the classroom, there will be problems to work through in order to get ready for the day’s lesson or to review from previous lessons.

· Warm ups are graded using our   0-4 rubric



	
	Notebook Checks

· Notes and example practice problems will be done daily. 
· Notes are to be kept in a special notebook given by the teacher.

· Notes may be used for quizzes.

· Summaries may be done daily and/or weekly.  Summaries require students to reflect, in writing on their lessons. 

· Notes will be graded

	Is tutoring offered?
Yes, students can receive tutoring during lunch Monday and Tuesday.  
	Tests

· Tests and quizzes make up 50% of students’ grades.  This is why it is very crucial to study hard and do those corrections and re-takes!
· After every test (except quarterly assessments) students are assigned test corrections.  The incorrect problems must be re-done correctly with a sentence stating what their original mistake was.

· Once students have done test corrections on their test, they have the opportunity to take another version of the test to receive an averaged grade for that test.

	What are OPMS classroom expectations? 

1. Come prepared and give an entire period of honest effort each day 

2. Treat everyone and everything with respect 
3. Do not disrupt the teaching/learning process 

4. Observe OPMS school wide expectations
	

	Grading Scale

   10090                    8980                      7970                   6960                   590

    A  A-                    B+B-                                C+C-                               D+D-                                      F


