The Hindu-Arabic Numerals
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Arabic Variant

Unfortunately, I do not have unicode fonts containing West Arabic digits.
These are closer to the European digits. Below are some more variations in
my unicode font.
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Abjad Numerals

Before, and alongside the Hindu-Arabic numerals, Arabic writers use a
system based on Arabic letters. This sytem is very similar to the Greek
Ionian system. It is based on the old order of letters called the Abjad order.
Today Arabic letters are ordered in a different way based partly on
similarity of form.

In addition, Hebrew numerals are based on Hebrew letters. The close
similarity between the Arabic system and the earlier Hebrew system is
apparent in the table below. In both systems letters and numerals are



written right to left.

Note: The term abjad is sometimes used for a writing system that
represents consonants, while an alphabet s used for a writing system that
represents vowels and consonants. Others use alphabet for both types. Also
note, Arabic does use letters to indicate long vowels.
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In Russia and some other Slavic nations, the Cyrillic alphabet was used for
numerals in a system based on the Ionic numeral system. Peter the Great
replaced it with the Hindu-Arabic numeral system in the 1700s.
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